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Profile

Prot. Lixin Zhang is a Director of National Key Laboratory of Bioreactor Engineering at East China
University of Science and Technology. He is also a Part-time Professor of Institute of Microbiology,
Chinese Academy of Sciences (IMCAS). He is a Chief Scientist of a “973 Program” and an Awardee
of the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars, China. Before joining IMCAS in
2006, Prof. Zhang worked in 3 pharmaceutical companies in USA: SynerZ, Cetek and Microbia, Inc.
He received his Ph. D degree in Institute of Applied Ecology, CAS and did his postdoc at Emory
University, USA. He has published seven books, more than 200 papers (in Nature, etc) and holds 28
Chinese patents and 16 PCT patents. He co-edited a book with Prof. Arnold Demain, member of
American Academy of Scicnces on natural products in 2005 by Humana Press. He served as the
President of the International Chemical Biology Society {(ICBS) during 2016-8. He became the
president of SLAS Asia Regional Board, Society for Laboratory Automation and Screening in early
2015. He was recognized as an Honorary lifetime member, Sino-American Pharmaceutical
Professional Association (SAPA). He has been appointed as an Editor-in-Chief for "Synthetic and
Systems Biotechnology", Associate Editor-in-Chief for Applied Microbiology and Biotechnology,
and on the editorial board of 6 other peer-reviewed journals. He also served as an Executive Board
Member of International Committee on the Biology of Actinomycetes (ISBA) and the GIM
(Genetics of Industrial Microorganisms). His research is focused on: Taxonomy guided
diversification of a marine microbial natural product library; screening for synergistic medicines in a
high throughput manner; increasing the production of drugable secondary metabolites from
microbial producers by synthetic biology. To complement the traditional taxonomic technique, he
recently sequenced more than 12,000 actinomycete genomes, which will lead to the discovery of
more new taxa. He successfully organized the inaugural conterence of BISMIS in Beijing. His

Avermectin project won National Award for "Excellence to improve science and technologies™ .

Research Field

1. Diversifying marinc microbial natural product strains and extract librarics, while decrcasing
genetic and chemical redundancy.

2. Screening for synergistic medicines in a high throughput manner.

3. Increasing the production of drugable secondary metabolites from microbial producers by genetic

engineering.
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